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ALCAP & American Character Builders—75 years of serving as your missionaries to
local & state governments and local schools! Thank you for your continued support!
As we celebrate Christmas and the beginning of a New Year, churches and individuals begin to give special attention to the
support of missions. ALCAP and American Character Builders are mission causes
that need your prayers and support, as well
as other local and international mission
efforts. Besides “lobbying for the Lord,” as
our director emeritus, Dr. Dan Ireland likes
to say, ALCAP also provides ministry to
legislators, their families and those who
work in the Alabama State House. Our
weekly prayer breakfasts during each legislative session, along with our ministry to
individuals who are facing personal problems, are important Kingdom-building opportunities that you help to provide when
you give to and pray for ALCAP.
Our American Character Builders
school programs provide outreach opportunities for churches, helping them to target

those addictions take root and destroy lives
and families.
Churches can give to ALCAP, and
individuals, who want tax deductions,
should give to

American Character

Builders. Both organizations are depend-

Cheryl Corley and
Sharon Cook

PURPOSE:
The Alabama Citizens Action Program (ALCAP),
originally founded in
1937 as the Alabama Temperance
Alliance, serves as
Alabama’s “moral
compass.” This
ministry provides an
outlet for churches
throughout Alabama to fulfill
Christ’s command
to His followers to
be “salt and light”
(Matthew 5:13-16).
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ent on the faith community for support.
Please don’t forget to continue praying
for this ministry as we serve (and minister
with) the churches of Alabama!

middle and high school students AND their
families for Christ. These American Character Builders school programs are a way of
“heading off” addictive behaviors before

The staff of ALCAP and American Character Builders would
like to wish you and your family a
very MERRY CHRISTMAS and
a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Medical Marijuana legalization bill to be introduced during
the 2013 Legislative Session
MONTGOMERY—Lawmakers
will be facing a variety of bills
during the upcoming 2013 Legislative Session, scheduled to begin
February 6. Among the bills
expected to be filed will be one
to legalize the use of medical
marijuana in Alabama.
ALCAP executive director,
Joe Godfrey, spoke at a public
hearing on the subject in the
House Health Committee on
November 14, 2012. In spite of
the medical marijuana supporters
filling the committee room with
individuals in wheel chairs and
telling stories of pain and suffering they said could ONLY be
alleviated by the use of marijuana, there were also physicians
who explained that there are
other alternatives available that
will provide the same relief.
Also among the opponents
was a mother who told how her
child was killed by someone
under the influence of marijuana.
She begged the legislators to
oppose this bill. Law enforcement representatives spoke about
the difficulty in policing the use
of medical marijuana, and Godfrey addressed the problem of
“incremental expansion.”
He
pointed out that legalizing the
medical use of marijuana may
lead to attempts to legalize the
recreational use of marijuana, as
recently happened in the states of
Colorado and Washington. Time
did not permit Godfrey to make
his full presentation to the committee, but in a printed version
that was distributed to the committee members, Godfrey pointed
out that God’s Word teaches in
Romans 13:1-4 that government
officials have a responsibility as
“God’s ministers” to do what is
best for the citizens they serve,

not what is politically advantageous to the government officials
themselves. He concluded that
legalizing medical marijuana
would ultimately have a negative
effect on society as a whole and
on the state of Alabama and
young people in particular.
“What concerned me most
in the meeting,” Godfrey stated,
“was that several of the committee members commented that
they opposed the bill on the
grounds that their constituents
opposed legalizing marijuana,
even for medicinal purposes.
However, some of the legislators
went on to say that if the majority
of their constituents ever change
their minds on the subject, then
they might consider changing
their vote on the issue.”
Godfrey added, “This attitude indicates that some legislators are not always interested in
doing what is right and what is
best for the people they represent.
Rather, it appears they are sometimes only interested in doing
whatever it takes to get reelected. This is one of the problems with politics in America
(and in Alabama) today. What
we need in government today are
men and women who will stand
on their convictions—who will
do what is right, what honors
God and His Word and what is

best for the citizens of our state
and nation, and not what is politically correct or politically expedient.”
This attitude of voting according to whatever the “political
winds” direct also indicates the
importance of Christians (and,
especially, preachers) speaking
out on biblical and moral issues.
If legislators and voters do not
know what God’s Word says
about the moral issues confronting our culture, then they will
make their decisions based on
what the shifting philosophies of
man say are right and wrong.
Another bill that has been
pre-filed for the 2013 Legislative
Session (one that already has a
number attached to it), Senate
Bill-4 (SB4), by Senator Gerald
Allen (R-Tuscaloosa), would call
for an amendment to the Alabama Constitution, making it
unconstitutional to apply foreign
law to cases tried in Alabama
State Courts.
Representative Allen Farley
(R-McCalla) also plans to introduce a bill (a second attempt) to
raise the penalty for possession
of 10 or more electronic gambling devices from a misdemeanor to a Class C Felony.
Passage of this bill would serve
as a deterrent to illegal electronic
gambling halls that continue to
“pop up” throughout the state.
The current penalty is so small
that defying the law and taking in
large sums of money is worth the
small fine that has to be paid.
Follow ALCAP’s legislative
efforts in 2013 through our
alerts and on our website at
www.alcap.com. Also, sign up
to receive twitter alerts throughout the session.
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American Character Builders News
American Character Builders
is a 501c3 organization committed to teaching students
character and the value of
living a healthy lifestyle

IMAGINE IMPACTING
STUDENTS IN A WAY
THAT WILL FOREVER
CHANGE THE COURSE OF
THEIR LIVES!—
YOU CAN!
By placing American Character
Builders kits in your area
schools or by leading your local
church to provide these kits,
you can make a positive impact
on the lives of students in your
community!

NOW AVAILABLE—Bible
study accompanying anti-bully
kit! Bible studies
accompanying other kits should
be ready in 2013!
Visit our website at
AmericanCharacterBuilders.org

Thanks to a generous donation
from the Alabama Power Foundation we were able to provide the
American Character Builders kits
to schools in the Black Belt Region of Alabama. Some of the
kits were delivered in the winter
of 2012 and the last of the deliveries were made during the summer
months.
Named for the rich, black
soil of these counties that cut
through central Alabama, and
among the poorest counties in the
state, the final delivery of these
kits was a welcomed sight by
school officials.
Final deliveries of kits were
also made to schools in the Birmingham Metro Area thanks to
donations from the Community
Foundation of Greater Birmingham and affiliated foundations
and grantors.
All programs are evidencebased and are appropriate for
public school use for grades 5-12
and can be easily adapted for use
with adult groups. A Bible study
is also available on a separate CD
for use in churches, and Bible
studies designed to accompany
the other kits are currently in development. We expect to have
those available sometime after the
first of the year.
With the accompanying Bible studies, the American Character Builders programs become an
ideal outreach tool for churches to
use in their communities as they
reach students and their parents.
The school kits, together with the
Bible studies, also make it possible for local schools and churches
to partner together in order to
affect changes in attitudes concerning alcohol, tobacco, other

drugs and bullying within entire
communities.
For more information, to
view videos of what can be
found in each kit, and to order
kits, visit our website at
www.AmericanCharacterBuild
ers.org . You may also call us
at 205.985.9529.
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Underage drinking still serious problem in all states according to new national report
SAMHSA News Release (11/20/2012)—
More than a quarter of the American population who are too young to drink are doing so
anyway according to a new report issued
today by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).
Although
there has been
progress in reducing the extent
of
u n d e r a ge
drinking in recent years, particularly among
those aged 17
and younger, the rates of underage drinking
are still unacceptably high. Not only did
26.6 percent of 12-20 year-olds report drinking in the month before they were surveyed,
8.7 percent of them purchased their own
alcohol the last time they drank. The study
used combined data from SAMHSA’s 2008
to 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health (NSDUH).
“Underage drinking should not be a
normal part of growing up. It’s a serious and
persistent public health problem that puts our

young people and our communities in danger,”
said SAMHSA Administrator Pamela S. Hyde.
“Even though drinking is often glamorized, the
truth is that underage drinking can lead to poor
academic performance, sexual assault, injury,
and even death.”

New York, and Rhode Island. New York
also had one of the highest rates (15.0 percent) of past month underage self-purchase
of alcohol.
States with the lowest incidence of
underage youth illegally purchasing their
own alcohol included New Mexico
(2.5 percent), Idaho
(2.6 percent), and
Oregon (2.6 percent).
Southern
states had some of
the lowest rates of
underage drinking
(Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and West
Virginia) and some of the highest rates of
underage youth illegally purchasing their
own alcohol (Alabama, Louisiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, and North Carolina).

All 50 states and the District of Columbia
currently have laws prohibiting the purchase
and use of alcoholic beverages by anyone
under age 21.
Broken out by state, the NSDUH Report
shows that the rates of underage drinking in
the past month were highest in Vermont (37.0
percent) and lowest in Utah (14.3 percent).
Vermont was one of six states in the northeast
among the top ten states with the highest rates
of past month underage alcohol use, including
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,

For the full report go to…
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/2k12/
NSDUH111/
SR111StateEstUnderageAlc2012.htm

Lottery scratch ticket nightmare—Erin’s story
A side of the lottery stories the news media will not report
Hi! My name is Erin, and I am a compulsive
gambler. My “game of choice” was scratchoff tickets. I am 47 years old,
married, and we have three
great “kids.”
I started out just buying
one scratch-off once in a
while. That quickly led to
buying more and more. At
first, I spent just “my own”
money. When that money
became not enough, I started
using money that was in our
checking account and our
savings—money that was
supposed to be used for other
things.
My husband trusted me
with EVERYTHING. He
never looked at the checkbook—or any of the bills. I
had total control of all our
finances. He always worked—and worked
very hard, and I knew that. Gambling took
over my life. The dreams of scratching that

“big ticket” became an obsession. The
scratch-off tickets took over, and I was a
slave to them!
My husband was working on the road as a truck
driver with a new tractor
trailer. He would be
gone for weeks at a time.
I had all the time in the
weeks he was away to
live in my dream world.
I did take care of our
children when he was
gone, but I was there in
body only. When I wasn’t scratching tickets, I
was thinking about
them! When my husband
called to say he was
coming home, I got this
sick feeling in my stomach while I was trying to
catch up everything so that it would look
“normal”—whatever “normal” was as far as
the checkbook—just in case he looked. I was

always afraid to answer the phone! Would it
be a bill collector or a credit card company?!!!!! When he was home, the telephone
was almost always unplugged. (God forbid
he should answer it!)
In short, my gambling eventually caused
a repossession of my husband’s 18-wheeler. I
was months behind on the house payments,
taxes, electricity bill, and credit cards that my
husband didn’t even know we had. I took
advantage of his great credit in every way
possible. He had no idea what I was doing.
Gambling had caused me to lead two lives! I
was so confused. I thought of suicide, but I
knew I was a strong person; and I thought
“Only weak people do that!” (That’s how
confused my thinking was!) Gambling made
me a person that I HATED!

To read Erin’s complete story, go to…
http://stoppredatorygambling.org/story/
lottery-scratch-ticket-nightmare/
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