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But as for you,
brethren, do not
grow weary in
doing good.
2 Thessalonians 3:13
(NKJV)

Annual “ALCAP-Dan Ireland Salt & Light Award”
Presented to Pastor Randy Johnson
BON SECOUR, AL—During their
annual board meeting in March, the
ALCAP Board voted unanimously to
present the 2014 ALCAP-Dan
Ireland Salt & Light Award to Dr.
Randy Johnson, the senior pastor of
Friendship Baptist Church in Bon
Secour, AL, located in Baldwin
County. On May 18, the ALCAP
Executive Director, Joe Godfrey,
surprised Dr. Johnson during the
church’s morning worship service
with the award.
This award was established to honor
individuals who have made a
difference in their community and in

our culture for the cause of Christ. It
is for individuals who have “lived
out” the command of our Lord Jesus
in Matthew 5:13-16 to be “salt &
light” in our world.
Dr. Johnson received the award
because of his ministry at Home of
Grace, a drug and alcohol rehab
ministry in Van Cleave, MS, as well
as the Mobile Rescue Mission and
various jails and prisons.
While
pastoring in Mississippi, Dr. Johnson
fought to keep casinos out of
Jackson County, and in each church
where he has served as pastor, he
has been a friend and true example
of Jesus to the members of his
congregation and community.
Congratulations to Randy Johnson,

recipient of the 2014 ALCAP-Dan
Ireland Salt & Light Award!

For up-to-the-minute notifications
during the year and, especially
during the annual sessions of the
Alabama Legislature, follow us on
Twitter and sign up to receive our
“ALCAP Alerts!” via email at
www.alcap.com.
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WHO WE ARE:
The Alabama Citizens Action
Program (ALCAP), originally
founded in 1937 as the Alabama
Temperance Alliance, serves
together with local churches as
Alabama’s “moral compass.” This
ministry provides an outlet for
churches throughout Alabama to
fulfill God’s command to His
followers to be “salt & light” in our
culture. (Matthew 5:13-16)
In 2010, ALCAP became a 501c4
organization (non-profit, but NOT
tax-deductible) and renamed its
school program, “American
Character Builders,” a 501c3
organization (non-profit AND taxdeductible), having its own
separate Board of Directors.
Churches are encouraged to
support ALCAP, while individuals
are encouraged to support
American Character Builders with
their financial contributions and
prayers.

Study suggests marijuana not as benign as many think
Kym Klass, Montgomery Advertiser April 16, 2014

A
study
suggesting
using
marijuana a few times a week is
enough to physically alter critical
brain structures has one local
psychiatrist believing the study
itself is limited.
The study in The Journal of
Neuroscience states that casual
use appears to create changes in
the brain in areas people don’t
want changed. But there is
actually very little research on the
potential benefits and downsides
of casual marijuana smoking —
fewer than four times a week on
average.
The study found volume, shape
and density changes in two crucial
brain areas — the nucleus
accumbens and the amygdala —

involved
with
emotion
and
motivation and some types of
mental illness.
“This is a part of the brain you do
not want to mess around with,”
said Hans Breiter, a psychiatrist
and
mathematician
at
the
Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine in Chicago,
who led the new study.
The more marijuana the students
smoked, the more their brains
differed from the non-users, the
study found.
“Just casual use appears to create
changes in the brain in areas you
don’t want to change,” Breiter said.
For the complete story, visit
www.montgomeryadvertiser.com.

Bully Buster
One way to keep kids from bullying may be to keep them busy. A
study by the American Academy of Pediatrics and reported by
WebMD, of more than 64,000 kids age 6 to 17, showed those who
participated in both a sport and
a non-sports extracurricular
activity were 33% less likely to
bully than kids who did not
participate in extracurricular
activities. Kids who only did
non-sports activities were 18%
less likely to be bullies than their
less active counterparts.
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The following is from a Crossroads
Christian Church blog. To read the
entire article, go to
http://www.crossroadschristian.org/blogs
/blog/12806077-can-a-christian-drinkalcohol

CAN A CHRISTIAN
DRINK ALCOHOL?
By Barry Cameron
September 19, 2012
I have yet to hear from anyone who
drinks how alcohol enhances
anything or blesses anyone. Max
Lucado said, “One thing for sure, I
have never heard anyone say, ‘A
beer makes me feel more Christlike.’
…Fact of the matter is this: People
don’t associate beer with Christian
behavior.” I’ve yet to see how it
improves someone’s testimony or
makes anyone a more effective
witness for Christ. Quite the
contrary, like Richard Roberts, Oral
Roberts’ son, who was arrested in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, driving under the
influence, the result doesn’t enhance
your testimony. Rather, it takes
away from what testimony you had.
Recently, a friend of mine, former
mega-church Pastor, John Caldwell,
wrote an article in Christian
Standard magazine called To Drink
or Not to Drink? John’s article
explained why he has personally
abstained from drinking alcohol and
dealt with the bigger issue of the
contemporary
church becoming
more and more like the world.

Not surprisingly, a number of people
responded to John’s article and some
called him to task for taking such a
strong stand against drinking. In
response to the responses, my good
friend, Ken Idleman, former President
of Ozark Christian College and now
Pastor of Crossroads Christian
Church in Evansville, IN, wrote these
words, which are among the very best
I’ve ever read on this issue. I asked
Ken for his permission to share them
here.
“Okay, I am conscience bound to
weigh in on this one…. For a minute,
forget about making a definitive case
for or against ‘drinking’ from the Bible.
Here’s the truth from logic and real
life. No one starts out to be an
alcoholic. Everyone begins with a
defensive attitude saying, ‘I’m just a
social drinker and there is nothing
wrong with it!’ No one says, ‘It is my
ambition that someday I want to lose
my job, my health, my self-respect,
my marriage and my family. Someday
I want to be dependent on alcohol to
get through my day.’ Yet, this is the
destination at which several millions
of people have arrived. Why do you
suppose that is? It is because alcohol
is promoted and elevated as a
normal/sophisticated activity in life….
It is also expensive, addictive and
enslaving. People get hooked by
America’s number one legal drug.
And just like all illegal drugs, alcohol
finds it way into the body, the
bloodstream and the brain of the
user/abuser.”
The bottom line is this: the question
really isn’t CAN A CHRISTIAN
DRINK? Rather, it is: SHOULD A
CHRISTIAN DRINK?

Powdered Alcohol:
Potential Damage for
Underaged
The federal government admitted
Monday that its recent approval of
Palcohol—a
powdered
alcohol
which turns water into vodka and
rum—was actually done in “error.”
The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau granted Palcohol
“label approval” on April 8 only to
withdraw it 13 days later. “TTB did
approve labels for Palcohol,” it said
in a statement. “Those label
approvals were issued in error and
have since been surrendered.”
Palcohol’s
parent
company
Lipsmark said in a statement that
“there seemed to be a discrepancy
on our fill level, how much powder is
in the bag” and that the approvals
were surrendered on the afternoon
of April 21. “This doesn’t mean that
Palcohol isn’t approved,” it said. “It
just means that these labels aren’t
approved. We will re-submit labels.”
Palcohol will have to resubmit labels
for approval to the bureau, which is
part of the Department of Treasury.

To read the entire story, go to…
http://time.com/71664/powderedalcohol-palcohol-error/

Alcohol consumption was responsible for 3.3 million
deaths worldwide in 2012, the World Health Organization
said in a new report.
- The "Global Status Report on Alcohol and Health 2014"
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Summer is a great time to take advantage of the
resources available at www.alcap.com and
www.AmericanCharacterBuilders.org!
With everyone’s attention turning to patriotism during June and July, pastors and
church leaders can find a wealth of resource material on the ALCAP website that will
help them illustrate their sermons and/or Bible study lessons. Be sure to check out
the “Links” page and the “Current Issues” page for information concerning cultural
trends and issues confronting our nation.
On the American Character Builders website are resources that can help churches
as they plan ways to reach students and their families for Christ. Consider using one
of the American Character Builders kits during Vacation Bible School or at summer
camp, or for a weekend retreat.
Pray for ALCAP & American Character Builders throughout the summer. If you
would like to make a mid-year contribution, individuals who want tax deductions are
encouraged to make checks payable to American Character Builders. Churches
are encouraged to make checks payable to ALCAP.

Thank you for your continued support—both your prayer support
and your financial support!

Other
Homosexual (3 bills)
Issues
2%
(2 bills) 1%
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“You are the salt of the
earth; but if the salt loses its
flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for
nothing but to be thrown out
and trampled underfoot by
men.
14

“You are the light of
the world. A city that is set
on a hill cannot be hidden.
15
Nor do they light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but
on a lampstand, and it gives
light to all who are in the
16
house. Let your light so
shine before men, that they
may see your good works
and glorify your Father in
heaven.”

Matthew 5:13–16
(NKJV)

ALCAP -Monitored Bills
2014 Legislative Session
Total Bills Monitored - 129

Religious Liberty
(14 bills) 11%
Tobacco
(8 bills) 6%
Marriage & Family
(10 bills) 8%

Pro Life
(6 bills) 5%
Gambling (7 bills) 5%

Alcohol/Drug Bills
(64 bills) 50%

Sex Crime Bills
(15 bills) 12%

