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ALCAP & American Character Builders—Celebrating 75 Years of Ministry!

1937-2012
In 1937, in response to the repeal
of Prohibition, pastors from three denominations (Baptist, Methodist and
Presbyterian) met at First Methodist
Church of Birmingham to form a new
organization and ministry—the Alabama Temperance Alliance (ATA).
In the late 1960s the ATA Board
voted to change the name to the Alabama Council on Alcohol Problems
(ALCAP) and in the late 1970s, under
the leadership of its new Executive
Director, Dr. Dan Ireland, the Board
voted to change the name to the Alabama Citizens Action Program (still
ALCAP).
In 2010 the Board voted to split
the organization into two separate entities with ALCAP serving as the lobbying organization and American Character Builders as the new name for the
school/education ministry.

24-year old ALCAP/American Character
Builders—Cecil Lane Office Building.

This year, 2012, we celebrate 75
years of ministry in Alabama! We
praise the Lord for the prayer and financial support of churches and individuals who have made this important
ministry possible!
At the March 2012 Annual Board
Meeting, ALCAP’s Director Emeritus,
Dr. Ireland, issued a challenge to celebrate this milestone—to raise (over and
above regular donations to ALCAP) an
additional $75,000 to help with the cost
o f
s o m e
n e e d e d
r e n o v a t i o n s
t o
t h e

If 75 individuals, churches and/or
associations of churches would designate
$1,000 (over their regular gifts) to ALCAP’s 75th Anniversary Special Offering
during the remaining six months of 2012,
we could easily reach that goal. Or, if
100 people would designate $750 or
1,000 people would designate $75, we
could also reach our goal.
Churches can give to ALCAP,
and individuals, who want tax deductions, should give to

American

Character Builders. Both organizations are dependent on the faith community for support.
Please don’t forget to continue praying for this ministry as we serve (and
minister with) the churches of Alabama!

Cheryl Corley and
Sharon Cook

PURPOSE:
The Alabama Citizens Action Program (ALCAP),
originally founded in
1937 as the Alabama Temperance
Alliance, serves as
Alabama’s “moral
compass.” This
ministry provides an
outlet for churches
throughout Alabama to fulfill
Christ’s command
to His followers to
be “salt and light”
(Matthew 5:13-16).
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Lawmakers pass a number of alcohol-liberalization bills, but run
out of time for most pro-life bills during the 2012 Regular Session
MONTGOMERY—Legislators,
during the 2012 Regular Session,
found the time to pass many of
the alcohol-liberalization bills
that were introduced, but ran out
of time to pass most of the prolife bills for a second year in this
quadrinium (the 4-year election
cycle which began with the Special Session on Ethics Reform
after the November 2010 Elections). They also failed to pass
HB414, (Rep. Allen Farley, RMcCalla), which would have
raised the penalty for possession
of 10 or more electronic gambling devices from a Class A
Misdemeanor to a Class C Felony.
HB325 (Rep. Terri Collins,
R-Decatur), which allows wine
bottles ordered in restaurants to
be recorked, sealed in a bag and
transported in an automobile
outside of the driver’s compartment without violating the current open-container laws, passed
both houses and was signed into
law. ALCAP opposed this bill
on the grounds that it could result
in other opened alcoholic beverages to be resealed and transported, and thus undermine the
open-container law in this state.
Those supporting this bill argued
that people would be less likely
to drink too much and then drive
if they could take the unfinished
bottle of expensive wine with
them.
HB264 (Rep. Jim Barton, RMobile) and SB294 (Sen. Paul
Sanford, R-Huntsville) introduced corresponding bills that
allow beer to be sold in containers up to 25.4 oz. (up from 16
oz.). The Senate version of this
bill passed both houses and was
signed by the Governor. This
new law will allow people to get

drunk on only one or two beers,
especially if it is a “gourmet
beer” with 13.9% alcohol content.
We did see a few victories.
HB372 (Rep. Becky Nordgren, R
-Gadsden) and SB358 (Sen. Tom
Whatley, R-Auburn), corresponding bills that would allow farm
wineries to sell directly to retail
outlets without going through
distributors, failed to pass when

the winery owners and the distributors could not agree on the
terms of the bill. Initially, the
bill called for allowing sale of the
farm wines in farmers markets,
but that provision was taken out
in committee. We expect to see
an agreement reached and legislation to be introduced again next
year, but ALCAP will continue to
oppose it.
The second victory we saw
was in the failure of HB354, the
“Home Brew Bill,” to pass. It
came closer this year than last,
but it still came up short. The
bill passed the House and was
voted out of a Senate committee,
but time ran out on the 2012
Regular Session before it could
be brought to the floor of the
Senate for a vote. The Home
Brewers will be back next year.
They organized a call-in campaign in which, as legislators told
me, hundreds of phone calls and
emails were made and sent to

each Legislator. Many of the
calls came from outside of the
individual legislators’ districts
and some, we were told, even
came from out of state. But,
legislators were being swayed by
the shear numbers of calls they
received. If the faith community
would rally and be as committed
to such causes, we might be able
to see more pro-moral, profamily legislation passed.
HB363 (Rep. Blaine Galliher, R-Gadsden) passed both
houses and was signed by the
Governor. This law should make
the production of methamphetamines more difficult in Alabama.
The anti-bullying bills that
we supported (which did not give
preferential treatment to homosexuals) did not get passed, nor
did a number of pro-life bills. In
fact, the only pro-life bill that did
pass was SB10 (Sen. Greg Reed,
R-Jasper) that allows Alabama to
opt out of the abortion mandate
found in the Patient Protection
and Affordable Health Care Act
passed by Congress two years
ago.
Another victory we experienced was in the passage of
HB360 (Rep. Randy Davis, RDaphne). This bill requires all
public school systems in the state
to end their school year no later
than Memorial Day and start no
earlier than two weeks before
Labor Day. ALCAP took the
position that longer summers
would give churches and Christian camps more time to aid in
the character development of
students.
Follow ALCAP’s legislative
efforts in 2013 through our
alerts and on our website at
www.alcap.com.
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American Character Builders News—Youth Ministers’
Conclave Report and Delivery Updates

American Character Builders
is a 501c3 organization committed to teaching students
character and the value of
living a healthy lifestyle

IMAGINE IMPACTING
STUDENTS IN A WAY
THAT WILL FOREVER
CHANGE THE COURSE
OF THEIR LIVES!—
YOU CAN!
By placing American
Character Builders kits in
your area schools or by
leading your local church to
provide these kits, you can
make a positive impact on
the lives of students in your
community!

CHATTANOOGA, TN—In the
last issue of the newsletter it was
reported that American Character
Builders would have a presence
at the annual Youth Ministers’
Conclave in Chattanooga, TN the
last weekend of January, 2012.
The event did take place and Joe
Godfrey was able to present the
anti-bully program to about 50
student ministers, pastors and
volunteers from churches
throughout the Southeastern
United States.
In addition the anti-bully
presentation, American Character
Builders hosted a booth in the
display area that drew hundreds
of interested individuals and
church groups. This first experience provided a number of lessons for improvement at next
year’s event.
It was also announced in the
last issue of the newsletter that
the Cullman County School System had ordered 15 of the antibully kits, along with 1,550 additional student booklets. On January 10th the kits and student
booklets were delivered to Good

Hope High School where they
were received by Billy Coleman, Superintendent of the
Cullman County School System.
Kits were also delivered to
Birmingham area schools as a
result of donations from the
Community Foundation of
Greater Birmingham and several affiliated foundations.
About half of the kits have been
delivered to schools in the
Black Belt Region of Alabama
and the others will be delivered

in coming weeks thanks to a generous gift from the Alabama
Power Foundation.
The corresponding Bible
study for the anti-bully program is
now available to churches for a
donation of $20. The corresponding Bible studies for the other
three kits are in development and
are expected to be available by the
end of the summer.
For more information and to
order kits, visit us at
www.AmericanCharacterBuilders
.org or call us at 205.985.9529.
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Gardendale’s First Baptist Church pastor, Kevin Hamm, issues statement on same-sex marriage
The following statement, reprinted in its
entirety with permission, was shared with
the congregation at Gardendale’s First
Baptist Church on Sunday, May 13, 2012
by Senior Pastor, Kevin Hamm. Dr.
Hamm made the statement in response
to news reports that the President of the
United States now publicly supports
same-sex marriage.

I have prepared a statement today that I
plan to read word-for-word so that we
are not misunderstood or misrepresented.
We are also planning to air this on our
television program because we think the
public needs to hear this response. Today I am planning to do something very
unusual. In fact, in my over 6 years of
ministry here at Gardendale First Baptist
Church, this is a first. Some of you sitting in this worship center or watching
by television may not like this and it is
not our desire to intentionally make you
feel uncomfortable, but today this church
is under a heavenly obligation to respond
to the recent statement from our President as he has now gone on public record as the first President of the United
States in our history to voice his support
for same sex marriage. I’ve had the
wonderful privilege of serving as your
senior pastor for over six years now. So
you know that I am not politically
driven, but same sex marriage is not a
political issue. It is not a Republican or
Democratic issue. It is a spiritual issue.
It is a moral issue. So the church cannot
just stand by and remain quiet. We did
not bring this up. Our national leaders
did and so today this church is briefly
responding to what they have forced
upon us.
Our young people growing up in this
church should not only hear from their
president. They should hear from their
pastor. We don’t want them to hear only
a statement released by the secular, liberal media without hearing a statement
released by their church. They need …
we all need to know where God and his
Holy Word stand on the issue of same
sex marriage. So listen closely. This is
not an exhaustive, drawn out discussion,
but a clear, simple, brief biblical response.

Marriage is God’s idea from the beginning. He created it. We have no right to
redefine it (Gen. 2:21-24; Eph. 5:31).
With all due respect, Mr. President, Congressmen, Senators, State and Local
Leaders, God’s Word, the Bible, upon
which this very nation was built, states
clearly that a man will leave his father
and mother and be joined with his wife …
not his partner … not his lover … not his
significant other … a man will be united
with his wife. There is no confusion or
ambiguity. Marriage is clearly reserved
for a man and woman. And we can disobey the word of God, but make no mistake about it … we will face the judgment
of God! I know this may not be politically correct, but God did not call me or
his people or his church to be politically
correct. He called us to be obedient to
His Word. And it doesn’t matter what
Hollywood thinks or what the so called
stars say. What does God think and what
does God’s Word say? Young people …
church members … Christ followers …
we cannot go through life determining
right and wrong based on who’s for it or
against it … or what your friends think
about it. God has given us one measuring
stick … his Holy Word, the Bible!
God does not create homosexuals. Homosexuality is a choice. The Bible
clearly teaches in Romans 1:24-27 that
the people who choose homosexuality do
so because they are following their sinful
nature and its desires. A person may be
born with a greater propensity to homosexuality, just as some people are born
with a propensity to violence and other
sins. That does not excuse the person’s
choosing to sin by giving in to those sinful desires. If a person is born with a
greater propensity to anger/rage, does that
make it right for him to give in to those
desires? Of course not! The same is true
with homosexuality.
However, the Bible does not describe
homosexuality as a “greater” sin than any
other. All sin is offensive to God. Homosexuality is just one of the many sins
listed in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. According
to the Bible, God’s forgiveness is just as
available to a homosexual as it is to an

adulterer, idol worshipper, murderer,
thief, etc.
God also promises the
strength for victory over sin, including
homosexuality, to all those who will
believe in Jesus Christ for their salvation. Same sex marriage is sinful and
God never blesses sin. However, the
good news is, God is full of grace and
mercy and if you as an individual or if
we as a nation will turn to him he will
forgive us our sin and heal us (Prov.
28:13).
Now allow me to also be very clear
about something else before I close.
Make no mistake about it. This church
loves homosexuals. This church loves
lesbians. God loves homosexuals. God
loves lesbians. We love murderers and
thieves and drug addicts and so does
God. But God does not approve of
those lifestyles, so neither can we. I
realize no one is perfect, especially me,
but God loves us too much to leave us
the way that he found us. Every time
homosexuality is addressed in the Bible
it is condemned. However, if you are
struggling in this area, hear me clearly
… God deeply loves you and so do we.
You are welcome to attend this church.
But, in this church you are going to hear
the truth in love because the Word says
that you should know the truth and the
truth will set you free!
In closing we want to make you aware
of a wonderful resource if this is a
struggle for you or someone in your
family. You can find incredible, compassionate, confidential, biblical help at
www.exodusinternational.org.
Thank
you for hearing my heart today. I love
you as your pastor. Your ministry staff
loves you. This church loves you. Will
you join with me as we pray for a
mighty revival from God to sweep this
nation and may it begin in you and me?
ALCAP applauds Pastor Hamm and his
congregation for taking a strong biblical
stand on this issue and we encourage
all pastors and churches to be both bold
and loving, as together, we proclaim
God’s truth in love to our generation and
to our culture.
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